[Value of registries in decision making in public health: the example of trisomy 21].
Registries of congenital malformations are excellent tools to evaluate public policies and practices in the field of antenatal screening. The analysis of the data shows that the global prevalence of trisomy 21 (T21) has increased regularly these last years, as expected from the increase in mean maternal age at conception. It has doubled in less than 10 years. The uptake rate of amniocentesis has also increased but not enough to help decrease the prevalence of T21 at birth. The policy of non-reimbursement of the fetal karyotype to women younger than 38, does not convince them not to have an amniocentesis, as a third of them have had a prenatal diagnosis in the class of age 35-37. This absence of financial support is responsible for a social inequity demonstrated by the data. Registries of congenital malformations are observation posts to survey the practices in the field of antenatal screening and diagnosis, area expanding quickly, and strickly controlled in France. Registries are also excellent tools to build-up population-based epidemiological studies.